Shafer Township 
June 11, 2026
Regularly Schedule Board Meeting

The Board of Shafer Township met at the Shafer Townhall on Thursday, June 11, 2026.  Board members present included Chairman Mark Stovern (Virtually), Supervisor John Schmalz, Supervisor Laurie Blank, Clerk Faith Lichtscheidl and Treasurer Dominique Haller.  Also present, Maintenance Brad Johnson, Diane Rothe, Arlen Burnside, Stacy Burnside, Jake from ISG and Chris Dubois.  

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm and the pledge of allegiance was recited.

Motion made to approve the agenda by Supervisor Schmalz, 2nd by Supervisor Blank; all in favor, motion carried.  

Motion made by Supervisor Blank to approve the May 14, 2026 regularly scheduled meeting minutes, 2nd by Supervisor Schmalz; all in favor, motion carried.  

Treasurer Haller presented the May, 2026 Treasurer’s report.  The disbursement register shows a balance of $226,305.91.  The receipts register shows a balance of $1,181.22 and the cash control statement shows a balance of $363,642.10.
A motion was made by Supervisor Schmalz to approve the Treasurer’s report, 2nd by Supervisor Blank; all in favor, motion carried.
Supervisor Blank made a motion to approve the claims as presented, Supervisor Schmalz 2nd  the motion; all in favor, motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS
Almelund Lutheran Gambling License
Diane Rothe presented the 2026 gambling license/permit for the Lutheran Church for bingo.  Supervisor Schmalz made a motion to approve the gambling permit, Supervisor Blank 2nd the motion; all in favor, motion carried 

Burnside Planning and Zoning Application
Arlen and Stacy Burnside presented a preliminary plat on 18xxx 350th Street / County Road 79 Taylors Falls, MN 55084.  The intention is to break off 5 acres from the property for a buyer to build a house.  Supervisor Schmalz made a motion to accept the preliminary plat, Supervisor Blank 2nd the motion; all in favor, motion carried.  Clerk Lichtscheidl reported she would send a copy of the paperwork back to the county and let the Burnsides know when that was completed.

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for Deena Brown
Per conversations Supervisor Schmalz has had with Deena Brown, the property being discussed is on Tern Avenue (blacktop) and she wants to have “glamping” lots, a vegetable plot and chickens.  This is on the agenda today to make everyone aware that this will be presented at some point in the future.  



Data Center Resolution
Chairman Stovern discussed that there have been rumors about data centers being built in Chisago County.  Chris DuBois attended tonights meeting and also confirmed that he has heard the same rumors.  The concern is that Data Centers use a lot of electricity, water and space consuming a lot of resources in the areas they are built.  

Clerk Lichtscheidl read the resolution that was presented to the board.  Questions included if a township could establish a moratorium and/or resolution since the county does the zoning.  Chairman Stovern reports that a township can do this.  It would require that the appropriate studies are done and the resolution read stated completed in 12 months.  A motion was made by Supervisor Schmalz to impose the moratorium, 2nd by Supervisor Blank with a change of making it 24 months verses 12; all in favor, motion carried.  

ISG/Jake
Bids were opened for the 2026 paving of Township Streets.  There were three bids and the lowest came in at $234,317.67 by Windberg.  Jake recommended we accept this bid but the final price could vary as this is just for the construction and does not include engineering fees.  

Chairman Stovern inquired about any road closures and if mailboxes would need to be moved and if there would be any other unforeseen inconveniences for the residents on this road.  There should be no issue with that as there will not be a full closure of the road at any time.  Supervisor Schmalz made a motion to award the bid to Windberg Companies for $234,317.67, Supervisor Blank 2nd the motion; all in favor, motion carried.

Bonding for Township Road Projects
Chairman Stovern will reach out to Ehlers and the bonding attorney to get the process started. Once that is set, Jake can talk to Windberg and find out when they wanted to start the project.  The goal is to have it done by August 31, 2026.  

Gravel Bids
Brad reports the pit that the gravel will come out of will be closer to Sunrise and not 100% sure if the quality is better than what was purchased last time.  It is regular class 5 gravel and Brad reports that Chisago Lake Township normally orders 10,000 to 20,000.  If Bjorklund’s are hired, they would be hauling from Isanti so the trucking fees would be more.  But Bjorklund’s rate for hauling comes out to be the lowest along with purchasing gravel from North 40.  The fee is estimated to be roughly $80,000.  Supervisor Schmalz made a motion to have Bjorklund haul gravel from North 40, Supervisor Blank second; all in favor, motion carried. 

ROW Permits
Supervisor Schmalz would like to raise the fee for a ROW permit from $50.00 to $100.00.  He would also like the permits to be available on-line so that a fully filled out application can be sent in to our offices with a check from the company.  This will save time in trying to locate a check before approving the permit.  Supervisor Schmalz made a motion to raise the fee to $100.00 and have the check accompany the permit when mailed in, Supervisor Blank 2nd the motion; all in favor, motion carried.
  
Public Comment
Chris Dubois is on Rotary and they are doing updates along the Swedish Immigrant trail.  New bike racks and mile markers are coming but he wanted to know what design Shafer Township would like to use recognizing when trail enthusiasts are in our Township.  It was agreed the design should be a tractor.  
OLD BUSINESS

Chloride
A decision to chloride roads has not been made as of yet.  The decision will be made in July but would also like to discuss any other options available for dust control.  Once the decision is made, we can reach out to the residents who normally order chloride and either let them know when it is coming and what the fee is or let them know that we are only putting it down for those that order it and what the fee would be.

Maintenance Update
Brad reports that the mulch for the playground has been delivered and it was half the price based on what was quoted.  The base for the light pole has been installed.  It was decided to order fuel now as the tank is getting low.  Discussed purchasing a compactor and asked Brad to check in with Ziegler’s for a price and this will be discussed at the July meeting.

Miscellaneous
No discussion

Public Comment
No discussion

Motion made to adjourn meeting at 8:00 pm, by Supervisor Schmalz, 2nd by Supervisor Blank, all in favor, motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted:

	
Faith Lichtscheidl, Clerk

	
Mark Stovern, Chairman
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